THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

ESSAR

Otolaryngology Audit THE SOPING, NETWORK
Patient: 1 Date of Service: 8/28/09 Physician: X
Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs Discussion
42845 59.22 42845 ... 59.22 e Unbundled: 31600 is a separate procedure,
15732 e 35.00 38724 ..o 38.45 meaning it would be considered inclusive to
38724 ... 38.45 15732 35.00 these procedures and not separately billable.
31600. .. i 10.85 e Order: CPT codes should be listed in
descending RVU order to optimize
Total ..o 143.52 Total...ooo v 132.67 reimbursement.
Difference............ +10.85 upcoded
Diagnoses Diagnoses Discussion
145.6  Malighant neoplasm of 145.6  Malignant neoplasm of ¢ Missing Diagnosis x 2: Documentation
retromolar area retromolar area supports 141.9 and 143.1.
141.9 Malignant neoplasm of tongue,
unspecified site
143.1  Malignant neoplasm of lower
gum



http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Malignant+neoplasm&_a=list�
http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Malignant+neoplasm&_a=list�
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THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

ESSAR

Otolaryngology Audit THE SOPING, NETWORK
Patient: 2 Date of Service: 2/6/2009 Physician: X
Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs Discussion
14041........ 20.95 14040 ..o 19.81 Wrong Code: The surgeon does not list the size
11643 6.07 38510 i 11.12 of the flap anywhere in the operative note, thus
38510 .. 11.12 38792 .. 1.08 the smallest size must be coded, 14040, not
14041.
Unbundled: Flaps included site preparation,
Total ..o 38.14 Total.........coooiiii 32.01 which means that the excision of the lesion.
) 11643 cannot be billed separately.
Difference.............. +6.13 upcoded Missed Procedure: Did not bill for injection of
dye for Sentinel node biopsy.
Order: CPT codes should be listed in descending
RVU order to optimize reimbursement.
Diagnoses Diagnoses Discussion
172.3  Malignant melanoma of skin of 172.3  Malignant melanoma of skin of Correct.
other and unspecified parts of other and unspecified parts of
face face



http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Malignant+melanoma&_a=list�
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THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

ESSAR

Otolaryngology Audit THE SOPING, NETWORK
Patient: 3 Date of Service: 9/23/2009 Physician: X
Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs Discussion
30520......coiiii e 15.86 30520 .eiiiiiieeee e 15.86 e Missed Procedure: Although the middle
30115, 11.07 30130-RT .o 9.67 turbinectomy ins not billable as part of the maxillary
31267 i 8.68 31267 e 8.68 antrostomy, an inferior turbinectomy was also done
and documented in the body of the op note
although not listed in the list of surgeries
Total ..o 35.61 Total...oooo 34.21 performed_
] e Unbundled: Polypectomy codes are considered
Difference ............. +1.40 upcoded incidental to endoscopic sinus surgery as access
and not separately billable and thus 30115 cannot
be billed or coded.
Diagnoses Diagnoses Discussion
470 Deviated nasal septum 470 Deviated nasal septum ¢ Incorrect Diagnosis x 2: Incorrect use of unlisted
473.9  Unspecified sinusitis (chronic) 473.0  Chronic maxillary sinusitis codes when more information is available.

471.9  Unspecified nasal polyp

471.0 Polyp of nasal cavity
478.19 Other diseases of nasal cavity
and sinuses (nasal obstruction)

¢ Missing Diagnosis x 3: Documentation supports
473.0, 471.0 and 478.19.



http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�
http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*maxillary&_a=list�

THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

Otolaryngology Audit

ESSAR

THE CODING NETWORK

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Patient: 4 Date of Service: 4/3/2009 Physician: X

Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs Discussion

31255-50.....ccuuiiiiiieieis 10.97*1.5 30520 .eiiiiiieeee e 15.86 e Unbundled: Polypectomy codes are considered

31267-50....cciieiiiieiiiaens 8.68*.1.5 31255-50 ..iiiiiiiiieieeee, 10.97*1.5 incidental to endoscopic sinus surgery as access

30520 i 15.86 31267-50 ..o 8.68*.1.5 and not separately billable and thus 30115 cannot

31287-50..c.ciiiieiiiiieaiieenn, 6.34*1.5 31287-50 ...covniiiiiieeieeei, 6.34*1.5 be billed or coded.

30115 ., 11.07 42826 ..o 6.73 e Missed Procedure: Stereotactic guidance was

42826 ... 6.73 61795 .o 6.52 performed and not this add on code was not coded
(61795).

Total ..o 72.66 Total.......coooovii 68.11 e Order: CPT codes should be listed in descending
RVU order to optimize reimbursement.

Difference.............. +4.55 upcoded
Diagnoses Diagnoses Discussion

471.9  Unspecified nasal polyp
474.00 Chronic tonsillitis

473.9  Unspecified sinusitis (chronic)
474.00 Chronic tonsillitis

471.0 Polyp of nasal cavity

470 Deviated nasal septum

e Missing Diagnosis: No medical necessity for
sinus services as chronic sinusitis not coded.

¢ Unspecified Diagnosis: Dr states polyps of the
nasal cavity not unspecified nasal polyp.

e Missed Diagnosis: No medical necessity for
septoplasty since deviated nasal septum is not
coded.




THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

Otolaryngology Audit

ESSAR

THE CODING NETWORK

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Physician: X

Patient: 5 Date of Service: 5/27/2009
Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs
30520 .. 15.86 30520 .. 15.86
31255 10.97 31255-RT e, 10.97
31256 .. 5.39 31256-RT e 5.39
30801-50 ..., 3.42*1.5 30802 ... 4.88
Total oo 37.35 Total....oooe e 37.10
Difference.............. +0.25 upcoded

Discussion

e Wrong Code: Intramural coblation of turbanates
was performed so code is 30802, not 30801.

¢ Incorrect Modifier: 30802 (and 30801) are
unilateral and bilateral codes so the 50 modifier
cannot be used with these codes.

Diagnoses
470 Deviated nasal septum
471.9  Unspecified nasal polyp
473.9  Unspecified sinusitis (chronic)

Diagnoses
470 Deviated nasal septum
478.0  Hypertrophy of nasal turbinates
473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis
473.0  Chronic maxillary sinusitis

Discussion

e Incorrect Diagnosis x 2: Incorrect use of unlisted
codes when more information is available.

¢ Missing Medical Necessity: For turbinate
coblation without the documented hypertrophy of
nasal turbinates, 478.0.

e Missed Diagnosis: Documentation supports 473.2
and 473.0.



http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�
http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�
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THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

Otolaryngology Audit

ESSAR

THE CODING NETWORK

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Patient: 6 Date of Service: 7/6/09 Physician: X
Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs Discussion
31276-50......cuveeeieeeeeis 13.84*1.5 31276-50 ...coeeeeeeeeeein 13.84*1.5 e Unbundling: Tonsilectomy is considered
Q2145 i 18.70 42145 . 18.70 incidental to a UPPP.
31254-50 ... 7.46*1.5 31255-50 ..iiiiiiieeeen 10.97*1.5 e Wrong Code: A total ethmoidectomy was
30520......cciii e 15.86 30520 i 15.86 performed, not a partial ethmoidectomy.
31256-50.......cciiiiiiii, 5.39*1.5 31287 e 6.37*1.5 e Missed Procedure: Turbinate reduction was not
42826 .....iiiiieiiieiiee e 6.73 31256-50 ..iiviiiiiiiieeeei, 5.39*1.5 coded.
30802 ..ceiiie 4.88 e Order: CPT codes should be listed in descending
RVU order to optimize reimbursement.
Total .o 81.32 Total.....oooiiiii 94.28
Difference ...... -12.96 undervalued
Diagnoses Diagnoses Discussion
470 Deviated nasal septum 470 Deviated nasal septum e Missed Diagnosis x 2: Documentation supports
327.23 Obstructive sleep apnea 327.23  Obstructive sleep apnea (adult) 478.0 and 473.9.
(adult) (pediatric) (pediatric)
478.0  Hypertrophy of nasal turbinates
473.9  Unspecified sinusitis (chronic)




THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

Otolaryngology Audit

ESSAR

THE CODING NETWORK

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Patient: 7 Date of Service: 2/16/2009 Physician: X
Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs Discussion
31276-50......cuveeeieeeeeis 13.84*1.5 31276-50 ...cooeeeeeeeeiii 13.84*1.5 e Documentation Deficiency: No mention of the
30115-50 . .ccuiiiiiiiiiiieein 11.07*1.5 31255 o 10.97 scope was documented which makes a difference as
31255 . 10.97 31256-50 ...cccvvieeiiieeiieeeaen 5.39*%1.5 to whether an unlisted or the endoscopic codes can
31256-50.....iiiiiiiiiiieaeieenn, 5.39*1.5 be used.
31287 i 6.34 e Unbundled: Polypectomy codes are considered
incidental to endoscopic sinus surgery as access and
Total .o 62.75 Total....co oo 39.81 not Separate|y b|||ab|e(30115)
) ¢ Billed but not supported: A spenoidotomy
Difference ........... +22.94 upcoded (31287) was not performed.

Diagnoses Diagnoses Discussion

471.9  Unspecified nasal polyp 471.0  Polyp of nasal cavity e Unspecified Diagnosis: Dr states polyps of the

473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis
473.0  Chronic maxillary sinusitis
473.3  Chronic sphenoidal sinusitis

473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis
473.0  Chronic maxillary sinusitis
473.3  Chronic sphenoidal sinusitis

nasal cavity not unspecified nasal polyp.



http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�
http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�
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THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

Otolaryngology Audit

ESSAR

THE CODING NETWORK

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Physician: X

Patient: 8 Date of Service: 2/19/2009

Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs

31255 . 10.97 31255 10.97

30115, 11.07 30140 e, 11.06

30140 .. 11.06 BL256 o 5.39

B1256. i 5.39 31240-50 ... 4.36*1.5

31240 4.36

Total .o 42.85 Total....oooooieee s 33.96
Difference.............. +8.89 upcoded

Discussion

e Unbundled: Polypectomy codes are considered
incidental to endoscopic sinus surgery as access
and not separately billable.(30115)

¢ Note: Doctor states that he did a “Complete
ethmoidectomy” yet there is no mention of the
ethmoids being entered in the anterior and
posterior areas, so TCN agrees with the partial
ethmoidectomy coding.

e Missed Procedure/Modifier: Documentation
supports 31240-50.

Diagnoses
473.0  Chronic maxillary sinusitis
473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis
471.9  Unspecified nasal polyp
478.0  Hypertrophy of nasal turbinates

Diagnoses
473.0  Chronic maxillary sinusitis
473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis
471.0 Polyp of nasal cavity
478.0  Hypertrophy of nasal turbinates

Discussion

e Unspecified Diagnosis: Dr states polyps of the
nasal cavity not unspecified nasal polyp.



http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�
http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*maxillary&_a=list�
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THE CODING NETWORK, LLC W

Confidential Coding Review For

Otolaryngology Audit

THE CODING NETWORK

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Patient: 9 Date of Service: 2/16/2009 Physician: X
Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs Discussion
31276 13.84 31276 e 13.84 e Unbundled: Polypectomy codes are considered
31255 . 10.97 31255 ., 10.97 incidental to endoscopic sinus surgery as access
30115 . 11.07 31256 .. 5.39 and not separately billable and thus 30115 cannot
31256 i 5.39 be billed or coded.
¢ Documentation Deficiency: No mention of the
scope was documented which makes a difference
Total .o 41.27 Total...ooo oo 30.20 as to whether an unlisted or the endoscopic codes
) can be used.
Difference............ +11.07 upcoded

Diagnoses Diagnoses Discussion
471.9  Unspecified nasal polyp 471.0  Polyp of nasal cavity e Unspecified Diagnosis: Dr states polyps of the
473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis 473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis nasal cavity not unspecified nasal polyp.
473.0  Chronic maxillary sinusitis 473.0  Chronic maxillary sinusitis e Missed Diagnosis x 2: Documentation supports

473.1  Chronic frontal sinusitis
117.9  Other and unspecified mycoses
(Fungal Sinusitis)

473.1 and 117.9.



http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�
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THE CODING NETWORK, LLC
Confidential Coding Review For

ESSAR

THE CODING NETWORK

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Physician: X

Otolaryngology Audit

Patient: 10 Date of Service: 9/14/2009
Original Coding RVUs The Coding Network Coding RVUs
31255-50 ..., 10.97*1.5 30140-50 ..o 11.06*1.5
30115-50 .., 11.07*1.5 3125550 i 10.97*1.5
30140-50...ccciiiiiiiiiin, 11.06*1.52 30520 . 15.86
30520 .. 15.86 31240 o 4.36
BL240 .. 4.36
Total oo 69.86 Total...ooo oo 53.26

Difference............ +16.60 upcoded

Discussion

e Unbundled: Polypectomy codes are considered
incidental to endoscopic sinus surgery as access
and not separately billable and thus 3115 cannot
be billed or coded.

e Order: CPT codes should be listed in descending
RVU order to optimize reimbursement.

Diagnoses
470 Deviated nasal septum
473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis
478.0  Hypertrophy of nasal turbinates
471.9  Unspecified nasal polyp

Diagnoses
470 Deviated nasal septum
473.2  Chronic ethmoidal sinusitis
478.0  Hypertrophy of nasal turbinates
471.0 Polyp of nasal cavity

Discussion

e Unspecified Diagnosis: Dr states polyps of the
nasal cavity not unspecified nasal polyp.



http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�
http://www.encoderpro.com/epro/dictionaryHandler.do?_k=6115*Chronic&_a=list�

	Date of Service: 8/28/09
	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 2/6/2009
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 38.14

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….32.01
	Difference +6.13 upcoded



	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….132.67
	Difference +10.85 upcoded

	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 143.52

	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 9/23/2009
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 35.61

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….34.21
	Difference +1.40 upcoded



	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 4/3/2009
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 72.66

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….68.11
	Difference +4.55 upcoded



	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 5/27/2009
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 37.35

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….37.10
	Difference +0.25 upcoded



	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 7/6/09
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 81.32

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….94.28
	Difference -12.96 undervalued



	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 2/16/2009
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 62.75

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….39.81
	Difference +22.94 upcoded



	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 2/19/2009
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 42.85

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….33.96
	Difference +8.89 upcoded



	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 2/16/2009
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 41.27

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….30.20
	Difference +11.07 upcoded



	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion
	Date of Service: 9/14/2009
	Original Coding RVUs
	Total 69.86

	The Coding Network Coding RVUs
	Total…………………………….53.26
	Difference +16.60 upcoded



	Discussion
	Diagnoses
	Diagnoses
	Discussion



