
THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

Patient: 1 Date of Service: 6/12/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

15842 .................................... …67.85 
64905……………………………………..26.03 

 
Total ..................................... 93.88 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

15842.........................................67.85 
64905-51-LT…………………..…………26.03 
35761-51-LT x 2 separate vessels.10.26 

 
Total…………………………….114.40 

Difference ..... - 20.52 undervalued 

Discussion 

• Missed Procedure: Exploration 
and preparation of vessels (35761) 
for free flaps and grafts is allowed 
when using microscopic 
anastomoses. 

• Modifier: Modifier for laterality-LT 
or RT should be used. 

 

Diagnoses 

351.0 

Diagnoses 

351.0 

Discussion 

• Correct. 

 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 2 Date of Service: 6/10/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding          RVUs 

49560……………………..18.43 
15430……………………..13.04 
15431……………………….0.00 

Total………………….31.47 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

15830-59……………………………………29.26 
49560………………………………………..18.43 
15430-51……………………………………13.04 

Total…………………………………60.73 

Difference… … - 29.26 undervalued 

Discussion 

• Missed Procedure: The  Panniculectomy 
(15830) was well documented and separate 
from the Ventral hernia. 

• Wrong Code: No size or dimensions of the 
entire ventral hernia and no sizes 
documented for the Acellular Xenograft in 
the body of the OP report. 

• Note: 15431 does not have RVU’s assigned 
to the CMS Physician’s fee Schedule 

• Modifier: 15830 is a Column I edit of 49560 
and requires modifier -59. 

• Modifier: Most Medicaid programs require 
modifier AG on first CPT and -51 on 
subsequent codes 

Diagnoses 

553.21 

Diagnoses 

553.20 
272.6 
278.1 

Discussion 

• Wrong diagnosis: No obstruction was 
indicated 553.20. 

• Missed diagnosis x 2: Lipodystrophy 
272.6 and Pannus 278.1 are the excepted 
diagnoses for 15830. 

 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 3 Date of Service: 6/22/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding        RVUs 

19357-50……………….39.15 
15430…………………..12.58 
15431…………………….0.00 

Total...................51.73 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

19357-50……………………………39.15 
15430-51…………………………….12.58 

 

Total……………………………51.73 

Difference ............................... 0.00 

Discussion 

• Wrong code: No documentation of dimensions 
of Stattice used. Default is to the primary code 
15430-1 unit. 

• Note: 15431 does not have RVU’s assigned to 
the CMS Physician’s fee Schedule 

• Modifier: Multiple surgeries require modifier-51 

when they are performed at the same session by 
the same provider, the primary procedure or 
service may be reported as listed. The additional 
procedure(s) or service(s) may be identified by 
appending modifier 51 to the additional 
procedure or service code(s). 

 

Diagnoses 

V10.3 
612.0 

Diagnoses 

612.0 
V50.41 
V45.71 
V84.01 

Discussion 

• Wrong diagnosis: There is no documentation 
to support history of Breast malignancy-V10.3 

• Missed diagnosis: There is documentation to 
support Genetic markers for breast cancer 
V84.01. 

• Missed diagnosis: There is documentation to 
support aquired absence of breast V45.71. 

• Missed diagnosis: There is documentation to 
support prophylactic breast removal V50.41. 

 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 4 Date of Service: 5/04/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

     10121……………………………………..4.72 

Total ....................................... 4.72 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

   10120…………………………………….2.30 

Total………………………………2.30 

Difference ............ + 2.42 upcoded 

Discussion 

• Wrong Code: The documentation 
only supports superficial 
subcutaneous depth of FB removal 
10120. 

Diagnoses 

883.0 

Diagnoses 

729.6 
882.0 

Discussion 

• Wrong diagnosis: 883.0 is not 
supported. 

• Missed diagnosis: There is 
documentation of to support the FB 
729.6. 

• Missed diagnosis: Wound from BB 
in hand is 882.0 uncomplicated. 

 
 
 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

Patient: 5 Date of Service: 6/30/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

11606……………………………………..7.50 
 

 

Total ....................................... 7.50 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

12034……………………………………..5.08 
11606-51………………………………..7.50 

 
Total……………………………….12.58 

Difference ....... - 5.08 undervalued 

Discussion 

• Missed Procedure: 
Documentation supports a layered 
closure 12034. 

• Modifier: Multiple surgeries require 
modifier-51 when they are 
performed at the same session by 
the same provider, the primary 
procedure or service may be 
reported as listed. The additional 
procedure(s) or service(s) may be 
identified by appending modifier 51 
to the additional procedure or 
service code(s). 

 

Diagnoses 

172.5 

Diagnoses 

172.5 

Discussion 

• Correct. 

 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 6 Date of Service: 6/18/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

25110…………………………………..9.10 

Total…………………………….9.10 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

26011-F9…………….....………………….4.62 

Total…………………………………4.62 

Difference… … … … … + 4.48 upcoded 

Discussion 

• Wrong Code: 26011 best describes 
the incision and debridement of the 
finger infection. 

• Modifier: 26011 can accept 
modifier F9 or RT. 

Diagnoses 

998.4 

Diagnoses 

681.00 
728.82 
998.59 
905.8 

Discussion 

• Missed diagnosis: Finger cellulitis 
681.00 is documented. 

• Missed diagnosis: Retained suture 
granuloma reaction 728.82 is 
documented. 

• Missed diagnosis: Chronic post-
operative infection 998.59 is 
documented. 

• Missed diagnosis: Late effect of 
tendon surgery 8 months ago, 905.8 
is documented. 

 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 7 Date of Service: 5/01/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding        RVUs 

15879……………………..0 

 

Total.......................0 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

20926……………………………………11.17 
11950-51………………………………..1.30 
15879 x 2 units…………………………..0 

Total………………………………12.47 

Difference ........................ + 12.47 

Discussion 

• Missed Procedure: Documentation supports 
removal of fat for a fat graft 20926. 

• Missed Procedure: Injection of fat 11950 is also 
documented. 

• Missed Procedure: The CPT 15879 will support 
2 units for separate thighs. 

• Modifier: Multiple surgeries require modifier-51 

when they are performed at the same session by 
the same provider, the primary procedure or 
service may be reported as listed. The additional 
procedure(s) or service(s) may be identified by 
appending modifier 51 to the additional procedure 
or service code(s). 

Diagnoses 

V50.1 

Diagnoses 

272.6 
701.8 

Discussion 

• Wrong diagnosis: There is no documentation to 
support history of failure of previous cosmetic 
surgery-V50.1 

• Missed diagnosis: There is documentation to 
support the accepted diagnosis 272.6, 
Lipodystrophy for localized adiposity. 

 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 8 Date of Service: 6/02/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

     29840-LT…………………………….11.31 
    64721-51-LT………………………..10.45 

 
Total ..................................... 21.76 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

   29840-LT………………………………..11.31 
    64721-51-LT…………………………..10.45 
    20605-59………………………………..1.10 

Total………………………………22.86 

Difference ....... - 1.10 undervalued 

Discussion 

• Missed Procedure: The 
documentation does support the 
injection of the wrist 20605. 

• Modifier: Multiple surgeries require 
modifier-51 when they are 
performed at the same session by 
the same provider, the primary 
procedure or service may be 
reported as listed. The additional 
procedure(s) or service(s) may be 
identified by appending modifier 51 
to the additional procedure or 
service code(s). 

Diagnoses 

719.43 
354.0 

Diagnoses 

719.43 
354.0 

Discussion 

• Correct. 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 9 Date of Service: 6/23/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding        RVUs 

  14061…………………..21.37 
  20926……………..……11.17 

 

Total..................32.54 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

   14060…………………………………….17.15 
   15770-51…………………………………16.55 
   20926-51………………………………….11.17 
   13100-51…………………………………..5.92 

Total………………………………50.79 

Difference .......................... - 18.25 

Discussion 

• Wrong Code: No documentation of dimensions 
to support 14061. Default code is 14060. 

• Missed Procedure:  The documentation does 
support the graft procedure for fat/dermis 15770. 

• Missed Procedure: The abdominal scar was 
excised and revised 13100. No documentation of 
dimensions.  

• Modifier: Multiple surgeries require modifier-51 

when they are performed at the same session by 
the same provider, the primary procedure or 
service may be reported as listed. The additional 
procedure(s) or service(s) may be identified by 
appending modifier 51 to the additional procedure 
or service code(s). 

Diagnoses 

744.23 

Diagnoses 

744.23 
V50.1 

Discussion 

• Missed diagnosis: There is documentation to 
support the unacceptable plastic surgery outcome 
V50.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

Patient: 10 Date of Service: 5/18/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding     RVUs 

   19380-50…………..19.38 

 

Total.................19.38 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

   19380-50……………………………….19.38 
 20926-51……………………………….11.17 
 11950-51…………………………………1.30 

 
Total………………………………31.85 

Difference ..... - 12.47 undervalued 

Discussion 

• Missed Procedure: Injection of fat 11950 is also 
documented 

• Missed Procedure: The documentation does 
support the harvest procedure for fat/dermis 20926 

• Modifier: Multiple surgeries require modifier-51 

when they are performed at the same session by 
the same provider, the primary procedure or service 
may be reported as listed. The additional 
procedure(s) or service(s) may be identified by 
appending modifier 51 to the additional procedure 
or service code(s) 
 

Diagnoses 

V10.3 

Diagnoses 

612.0 
V10.3 
V45.71 

Discussion 

• Missed diagnosis: There is documentation to 
support the deformity of reconstructed breast, 
612.0. 

• Missed diagnosis: There is documentation to 
support the acquired surgical abscence of the 
breasts V45.71. 

 
 
 
 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

Patient: 11 Date of Service: 4/13/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

26116……………………………………..11.99 
 

Total……………………………….11.99 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

25076-RT……………………………………11.23 
 

Total……………………………….11.23 

Difference ............. +0.76 upcoded 

Discussion 

• Missed Procedure:  
Documentation supports tumor 
removal from wrist. 25076, not the 
hand or finger26116 

• Missed modifier: Laterality is RT. 

Diagnoses 

757.32 

Diagnoses 

747.60 

Discussion 

• Missed diagnosis: Vascular 
malformation is 747.60. Birthmarks, 
Port Wine Stain and Strawberry 
Nevus 757.32 are Hamartomas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

Patient: 12 Date of Service: 5/22/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding            RVUs 

15301 x 68…………………1.63 
15003 x 68…………………1.81 
15320………………………..9.67 
15300…………………………8.57 
15004……………………….10.10 
15002………………………..8.32 
15005 x 2…………………..3.05 
15321 x 2…………………..2.43 
 

Total…….………….45.58 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

15004……………………………………10.10 
15320-51…………………………………9.67 
15300-51…………………………………8.57 
15002……………………………………..8.32 
15005 x 2 units…………………………3.05 
15321 x 2 units…………………………2.43 
15003 x 68 units……………………….1.81 
15301 x 68 units………………………..1.63 
 

Total……………………………….45.58 

Difference… … … … … … … … … ..0.00 

Discussion 

• Order: CPT codes should be ranked and submitted 
by highest to lowest RVU’s to optimize 
reimbursement. The units are counted secondarily. 

• Missed modifier: Multiple surgeries require 
modifier-51 when they are performed at the same 
session by the same provider, the primary 
procedure or service may be reported as listed. The 
additional procedure(s) or service(s) may be 
identified by appending modifier 51 to the 
additional procedure or service code(s). 

Diagnoses 

946.3 

Diagnoses 

943.39 
944.38 
945.32 
945.39 
948.59 

Discussion 

• Wrong diagnosis: 946.3 is reported only if burn 
sites are unknown. 

• Missed diagnosis: 943.39 for third degree burns 
of upper extremity, except wrist and hand. 

• Missed diagnosis: 944.38 for third degree burns 
to hand, multiple sites. 

• Missed diagnosis: 945.32 for third degree burns 
to feet. 

• Missed diagnosis: 945.39 for third degree burns 
to lower extremity, except foot/toes. 

• Missed diagnosis: 948.59 for total extent of burns 
and specifically third degree burns. 

 
 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

Patient: 13 Date of Service: 6/09/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

19316-RT……………………..............19.75 
19350-LT…………………………………..17.21 
19370-RT…………………………………..17.18 
 

Total ..................................... 54.14 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

19316-RT…………….......…………….19.75 
   19350-LT…………………………………17.21 

 

Total……………………………….36.96 

Difference ........... +17.18 upcoded 

Discussion 

• Wrong Code: Documentation does 
not support capsular contraction 
revision 19370. Inframammarry fold 
is bundled in Mastopexy 19316. 

• Missed modifier: Multiple 
surgeries require modifier-51 when 
they are performed at the same 
session by the same provider, the 
primary procedure or service may 
be reported as listed. The additional 
procedure(s) or service(s) may be 
identified by appending modifier 51 
to the additional procedure or 
service code(s). 

 

Diagnoses 

612.0 
V10.3 

Diagnoses 

612.1 
612.0 
V10.3 
V45.71 

Discussion 

• Wrong diagnosis: 612.0 is for 
deformity of reconstructed breast 

• Missed diagnosis: 612.1 is for 
ptosis and asymmetry of native 
breast  

• Missed diagnosis: Acquired 
absence and deformity of nipple loss 
is V45.71 
 

 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 14 Date of Service: 6/25/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

19361-59-LT………………………………41.96 
19318-RT…………………………………..29.26 
49560………………………………………...18.43 
19380-LT………………………………….19.38 

 
Total…………………………….109.03 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

19361-LT…………………………..…….41.96 
19318-59-RT……………………………29.26 
49560-51………………………………..18.43 
20926-51…………………………………11.17 
11950-51………………………….………1.30 

Total…………………………………102.12 

Difference… … … … … + 6.91 upcoded 

Discussion 

• Billed but not supported: No 
documentation for breast 
reconstruction 19380. 

• Missed procedure: Harvest of fat 
for fat grafting is 20926. 

• Missed procedure: Injection of fat 
for grafting 11950 is measured in 
total cc’s. 

• Missed modifier: 19361 does not 
append modifier F9. 

• Missed modifier: 19318-59-RT 
does append modifier -59 to 
separate left and right breast 

Diagnoses 

612.0 
V10.3 
553.21 

Diagnoses 

612.0 
612.1 
553.21 
V10.3 
V45.71 

Discussion 

• Wrong diagnosis: There is 
documentation to support the 
deformity of reconstructed breast, 
612.0 

• Missed diagnosis: There is also 
documentation to support the 
asymmetry of native breast, 612.1. 

• Missed diagnosis: There is 
documentation to support the 
acquired surgical absence of the 
breasts V45.71. 

 



THE CODING NETWORK, LLC 
Confidential Coding Review For 

 Plastic Surgery 
 

 

 

Patient: 15 Date of Service: 6/15/2009 Physician: X 

Original Coding RVUs 

19318-RT………………………………..29.26 
19380-LT…………………………………19.38 
19350-59-LT……………………………17.21 

 
Total ..................................... 65.85 

The Coding Network Coding RVUs 

19380--LT……………………………..19.38 
19380-59-RT……………………………19.38 
19350-51-LT…………………………….17.21 
 

Total………………………………55.97 

Difference ............ + 9.88 upcoded 

Discussion 

• Billed but not supported: 
Documentation does not support Breast 
reduction 19318. 

• Missed Procedure: There should be 2 
units of 19380-left and right. 

• Missed modifier: Missed modifier: 
Multiple surgeries require modifier-51 

when they are performed at the same 
session by the same provider, the 
primary procedure or service may be 
reported as listed. The additional 
procedure(s) or service(s) may be 
identified by appending modifier 51 to 
the additional procedure or service 
code(s) 

Diagnoses 

V10.3 
612.0 

Diagnoses 

612.0 
612.1 
V10.3 
V45.71 

Discussion 

• Missed diagnosis: There is also 
documentation to support the 
asymmetry of native breast, 612.1. 

• Missed diagnosis: There is 
documentation to support the acquired 
surgical absence of the breasts V45.71. 
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